May 26, 190q.

Preshytery of Atlanta: Relative 1c¢
methcd of seleeting o pustor,

Enoree: OUn validity of Romish
tisi.

Winchester: On Christian Science.

Atlanta: On Presbyterial blanks,

Roancke: of the
home and head of
orphanage.

winchester: That preshyterial reports
rather than executive committee report:
published minutes of the

bap-

reports
the

On
school

placing
under

ke uscd in
Assembly.

Floride, Bast Hanover
on Presbytlerial reports,

East Hanover: Asking a permanent
committee on adjustment of the Assen-
bly's causcs.

Upper Me.: As to number of collections
and censclidation of committees.

Forth Worth: Suggesting a plan for sta-
tistical

Abingdon: T'o interpret question No. 19,
in the narrative.

Synod of La.. On evangelistic work
among forelgners living in this country.

East Miss.: Field Secretary of Eouma

and Maryland

reports,

and Foreign Missions.
Paris, Atlanta, Charleston, Misso‘uri
and Augusta, and Lafayotte, favering

organization of genernl evangelistic work.

Ezenezer: Asking that the Laymen’s
Movewent include Home Missions.

Louisville: To place Home and Foreign
Missions on the same plane.

Montgomery: To appoint an ad interim
committee to propese for a seml-centen-
nial celebration.

Pine Bluff: Asking a revised edition
of the Bible to be made from the King
Joames and authorized versions.

West Texas and St. Louis: On allow-
ing mileage to commissioners t{u~ the
Assembly.

Dallas: To reduce assessment for the
Assembly's treasury.

Syncd of Alabama: To provide for co-
operation between the Publication and
Education Committees in the empleyment
of colporteurs.

The report of the trustees of the Assem-
bly was read and referred.

Also reports of trustees of Columbia,
Union, Austin, Kentucky and Southwes-
tern Theological institutions.

The report of the Permanent Com-
mittee on family religion was read; Dr.
Cornelson, chairman.

The report of Dr. B. C. Gordon and
others. on the revision of citations of
proof texts, was read and referred to a
special committee,

A paper was presented by Dr. E. M.
Green, giving assurance to our mission-
aries, Messrs. Morrison and Shepherd, in
Afriea, of our sympathy dn the trial
before the Belgian government oflicials,
to which they are soon to be subjected.
and commending them for their faithful-
ness In exposing atrocities upon the
natives in Africa. Also appainted Sun-
day, May 23, as a special day of prayer
in their behalf. An amendment offered
by Mr. D. 8. Henderson, of South Caro-
lina, to the effect that the offices of the
United States government be invoked in
behaif of Messrs. Morrison and Shep-
herd, was adopted along with the paper
of Dr. Green, after earnest discussion.

Rev. A. B. Sloan, of 8t. Andrews, Scot-

land, was introduced and welcomed as a
viaising brother,

Religion In The Home.

Opening S=srmen to the General Assembly.
By the Retiring Moderator,
Rev. W. W. Mcore, D. D.
May 20, 1909,
‘And these words which
I command thee this day shall be io
thine heart; and thousshat teach them
diligently unto thy children.”
The Greatness of Moses.
Moses the Hebrew law-giver was per-

Deut. 6: 6-7.

haps the greatest mere manu that ever
lived. His influence has probably been
stronger, mote fur reaching and more

beneficent than that of any other teachep
and organizer in the history of the world
except alone our Lord Jesus Christ. The
teachings of Moses have largely detegs-
mined the history and Influence of three
of the great religions of manxind—Juda-
ism, Mohammedanism, amd Christianity.
He w=s a many-sided man. He was pre-
endnent both as a man of thought and
a man of action. In Lue realm of let-
ters he excelled alike as a writer of
prose and a writer of poetry, ag shown
in the matchless narratives of Gonesis,
the ringing paean of detiverance at the
Rl Sea, and that lofty and m=lancholy
hyiwan, the 90th, Psaln, .he power of
which is shown in the fact that it bas
becn made a part of every funerdl ser-
vice In Christendom—so that these Jeath-
less words about deach are still read
every day over the mortal remains of
muny thousands of our fellow men, And
whken your tlme comes and mune, the
minister who officiates, will pronounce
over our lifeless clay the threnody that
Moses wrote three thousand years ago.
In view of what the Bible tell% us about
his temperament and his defects as a
speaker, it would hardly be expected that
Moses should excel in the oratorvical style,
Yot Professor Moulten, of the University
of Chicago, who has wmade the literary
formus of Scriplure his specialty, says that
he once read through on three successive
days, ench at a single gitting, an oration
of Demosthenes, one of Burke, and the
book of Deuteronomy, and hne had the
feeling at the time that neither of the
other two rose to the oratorical level of
the speeches of Moses.

According to Josephus, Moses was aisu
a brilliant and vicforious soldicr, and
on the occasion of an Ethiopian inva-
slon ook comman( of the HEgyptian army,
repulsed the invaders from the very
gates of Memphis, drove themn -back into
their own country, and captured their
capital. His pre-eminence as statezinan,
legislator and organizer is seen in the
fact that to him are (raced back nearly
all the formative ideas and institutions
of the most influential people hat ever
lived. In the wealth of his endowments,
in the grandeur of his character, and
in the massiveness of hizg work, e is a
colossal figure,

But when that towering personality
passed away, would not the work he hag
done fall to the ground? His work wonld
certainly have been incomplete had he
nol made provision for the perpatuation
of it after his death; and in nothing does
the greatness of the man appear more
clearly than in the measures which he
adopted for this purpose.

The Essentials of His System,

In the book of Deuteronomy we have
the closing addresses of the aged leader
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to his people, and in the paragraph before
us (Dent. 6: 4-9), we find the three
essentinls of his systein, viz.. a Theology,
a Religion, and a Pedagogy.

A Theology.

‘Hear, O Israel. the Lord our God is
one Lord." No other portion; of the
Seriptures has hsd so strong an influ-
ence on Lthe character snd career of the
Hebrew race as this. It Is the Holy of
holfes of their Bible—the central article
of their faitly—the keystune of their
creed. It Is repeated mormng and even-
ing In the dally ritual in every land
where there is a Hebrew synagogue or
a Hebrew home. I is bound upon mil-
licns of arms and foreheads. It is nailed
upon millions of door-posts. In every
wity it has been emphasized to the eye
as well as the ear. In the original text
the final letters of the frst wuad last
words of the verse are majusecula, I. e,
printed much larger than the ordinary
stze, so that, as soon as the Look Is
opened, this verse leaps from ‘he page
as it were and seizes the attention of
the reader. These two letters form
togeilier a word meaning “witness.” the
utierance of this verse being accounted
by the Jews a witness for the faith.

Nor are the Juws ulone in stressing
this doctrine of the divine unity., The
Mohammedans give it an equally con-
splcuous place in their ereed. Five times
every day the muezzin cHmbs to the
ninaret and calls the faitiful to prayer
with the words: “There Is no god but
Gud.” The importance attached by
Christians to the doctrine of the exclu-
sive deity of Jehovah is too well known
to require furthey mention. But in the
time of Moses there was need of special
emjhasis on the unity of God. He aud
his people had just come out of a land
which was the very hot-bed of pely-
theisin—where, as Herodowus sald, it was
easier to find a god than a man—a land
where the people hag deified the sun and
worshipped that, where they had deified
the Nile and *worshipped that, where they
had deified bulls and rams and cats and
worshipped them. Over against this riot
of polytheism, Moses taught that God
is one, supreme, almighty, ereator and
lord of all, loving and gracious—*“our
Go:l." And it is impessible to overesti-
mate the world’s debt to him for doing it.
For, explain it how you will, polytheism
degrades and mouotheism exalts. The pro-
duct of the one dies, the product of the
other endures. The religion of Egypt has
perished, the religion of Israel abides,
And the explanation is not far to seek.
For belief in one God, righteous and
alnighty, is the indispensable condition
of a calm, courageous, conservative mindg
and a rational view of humun affairs. It
steadies, strengthens and lifis the whole
character and life of the individual and
the community to know that this universe
is the thought of one mind, that it is
under the control of one hand. and that
In all its parts it moves (o the acecom-
plishment of one great end. To any
one therefore who may suppose that this
is all academic and far removed from
the practical interests of our land and
time we would say that a sound theology
Is one of the most practical of things
because It affects directly the temper of
the mind, the steadiness of the character
and the quality of the work,

= A Religion.

Further, Moses not only gave a Theol-
Ogy but a Religion. He not vnly taught*



